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SUBJECT: CARGO ON MILITARY CHARTER VESSEL CAUSES PROBLEMS IN AN- 
TIGUA 

1. CARIBBEAN NEWS AGENCY (CANA) CIRCULATED STORY JANUARY 16 
THAT THE SHIP CHARTERED BY THE MILITARY SEALIFT COMMAND TO CARRY 
SUPPLIES FOR USG DEFENSE INSTALLATIONS IN ANTIGUA AND BARBADOS 
ARRIVED IN ANTIGUA ON JANUARY 13 WITH CONTAINERS CONSIGNED TO 
SPACE RESEARCH CORPORATION (SRC) ALONG WITH ITS REGULAR 

CARGO. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT SRC IS A CANADIAN-BASED PRIVATE 
COMPANY SUPPOSEDLY INVOLVED IN ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH THAT INVOLVES 
GUN PROBES FROM SITES IN BARBADOS AND ANTIGUA (SINCE 1976). 

2. GENERAL CHARGES LEVELED IN OCTOBER 1977 THAT ARMS SHIPMENTS 
FOR SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA WERE PASSING THROUGH ANTIGUA 
WERE EXPANDED UPON BY THE OPPOSITION ANTIGUA WORKERS UNION (AWU) 

IN NOVEMBER INTO SPECIFIC CHARGES THAT SRC WAS DIRECTLY INVOL- 
VED IN THE ARMS TRAFFICKING. THOUGH THE ANTIGUA GOVERNMENT OF 
PREMIER VERE BIRD ANNOUNCED THAT ITS INVESTIGATION OF THE 
ALLEGED ARMS SHIPMENTS SHOWED THAT WHAT WERE THOUGHT TO BE ARMS 
WERE ACTUALLY PROJECTILES FOR SRC TESTING PROJECTS, THE AWU DID 
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NOT ACCEPT THE GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATION AS CONCLUSIVE, INSTEAD 
IT ANNOUNCED IT HAD EVIDENCE THAT THE SRC WAS INVOLVED IN SHIPPING 
ARMS AND INFORMED ANTIGUA PORT OFFICIALS AND SHIPPING AGENTS AS 
EARLY AS DECEMBER 6 THAT IT WAS IMPOSING AN EMBARGO AGAINST ALL 
GOODS CONSIGNED TO SRC. 

3. IN LETTERS DATED JANUARY 11 TO THE COMMANDING OFFICERS OF 
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THE NAVAL FACILITY AND AIR FORCE TRACKING STATION IN ANTIGUA, 

THE AWU GENERAL SECRETARY KEITHLYN SMITH POINTED OUT THE 
EXISTENCE OF THE EMBARGO AND IN A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH 
THE EMBASSY ON JANUARY 13 PARTICULARLY NOTED THE REAL POTENTIAL 
FOR AN INCIDENT OR WORK ACTION INVOLVING WORKERS AT THE MILI- 
TARY INSTALLATIONS SHOULD SRC CONSIGNED GOODS BE UNLOADED. 

4. AFTER DISCUSSIONS WITH OFFICIALS AT THE ANTIGUA AIR FORCE 
TRACKING STATION, THE EMBASSY ADVISED THAT SRC GOODS NOT BE UN- 
LOADED ON JANUARY 13 OFF THE CHARTERED SHIP STARTREK. ACCORDING 
TO THE CANA NEWS REPORT, STATION MANAGER JAMES EDWARDS SAID HE 
DID NOT ALLOW HIS MEN TO UNLOAD THE SRC GOODS AND FURTHER THAT HE 
DID NOT UNDERSTAND HOW THE GOODS OF A PRIVATE COMPANY ENDED 

UP ON A SHIP CHARTED BY THE MILITARY SEALIFT COMMAND. THE ARTI- 
CLE ALSO QUOTED ANTIGUA SHIPPING AGENTS THAT NORMALLY HANDLE THE 
STARTREK SHIPMENTS AS BEING IGNORANT OF HOW THE SRC CARGO GOT ON 
BOARD. THE AIR FORCE COMMANDING OFFICER AT THE STATION HAS TOLD 
THE EMBASSY THAT NONE OF THE SRC CONSIGNMENT 
WAS FOR HIS OPERATION BUT WAS FOR AN SRC OPERATION IN ANTIGUA 
OF WHICH HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE. THE CANA REPORT STATED THAT THE 
SRC CARGO WAS EVENTUALLY OFFLOADED AT SRC INSTALLATION ON CRABBES 
PENINSULA ON ANTIGUA'S NORTHEAST COAST. 

5. COMMENT/ THIS INCIDENT HAS A HIGH POTENTIAL FOR SERIOUS 
EMBARRASSMENT OF THE USG. THAT SRC CONSIGNED GOODS TURN UP ON 
A MILITARY CHARTERED VESSEL OF THE US AT A TIME WHEN THE SRC 
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STANDS ACCUSED IN ANTIGUA OF SHIPPING ARMS TO THE WHITE 
MINORITY REGIMES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA IS SUSPICIOUS TO WEST 
INDIANS. THAT THE SRC SHIPS GOODS VIA THIS MILITARY CHARTERED 
VESSEL THAT IS NORMALLY UNLOADED AT A PIER AWAY FROM ANTIGUA'S 
MAIN HARBOR AND AWAY FROM THE AWU DOCK WORKERS GIVES THE 
APPEARANCE THAT THERE IS USG COMPLICITY IN BREAKING THE AWU 
EMBARGO. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED. THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE A TIMELY 
EXPLANATION OF HOW THE CARGO OF A PRIVATE CANADIAN-BASED FIRM 
WAS SHIPPED ON THE STARTREK; A STATEMENTOF WHAT WAS IN 

THE CONTAINERS CONSIGNED TO SRC; ANY LIGHT THE DEPARTMENT 
MAY SHED ON SPACE RESEARCH CORPORATION AND ITS OPERATIONS; 

ANY OTHER GUIDANCE THE DEPARTMENT MAY FEEL IS APPROPRIATE. 
STARTREK IS DUE IN BARBADOS JANUARY 17, WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
INTERIM INFORMATION BEFORE COB ON JANUARY 17 SINCE LOCAL MEDIA 
HAS ALREADY ASKED NAVAL FACILITY BARBADOS FOR COMMENT. 

EDDY 
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